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HIGH NET WORTH INDIVIDUALS – PART II

Executive Summary  The high net worth (HNW) 
population largely has better mortality than 
the general population. Individuals are seeking 
out new ways to extend their longevity through 
cancer screening, genetic testing and advanced 
medical care. In particular, it is young female 
high net worth individuals (HNWIs) who are 
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•	 Higher income was associated with greater lon-
gevity in all income distributions.

•	 �,�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���O�L�I�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�Q�F�\���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H��
time period.

•	 Life expectancy for low-income earners varied 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���O�R�F�D�O���D�U�H�D�V��

•	 Geographic differences in life expectancy for 
�W�K�R�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�V�W���L�Q�F�R�P�H���T�X�D�U�W�L�O�H���Z�H�U�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿-



ON THE RISK vol.35  n.2 (2019)52

However, according to a new study published in the 
British Medical Journal earlier this year, while the 
�W�R�W�D�O���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���G�H�D�W�K�V���I�U�R�P���V�X�L�F�L�G�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���E�\������������
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������D�Q�G���������������D�J�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�L�]�H�G���P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\��
�U�D�W�H�� �I�R�U�� �V�X�L�F�L�G�H�� �G�H�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �E�\�� ������������ �Z�R�U�O�G�Z�L�G�H��10 
�0�H�Q�W�D�O�� �L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V�� �W�R�� �D�I�I�H�F�W�� �\�R�X�Q�J�� �D�I�À�X�H�Q�W��
�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���� �D�� �F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�V�� �³�D�I�À�X�H�Q�]�D���´��
made famous by the case of Ethan Couch, a son of mil-
lionaire parents who killed four and injured nine in a 
drunk driving incident. New treatment facilities such 
�D�V���3�D�U�D�F�H�O�V�X�V���5�H�F�R�Y�H�U�\���L�Q���6�Z�L�W�]�H�U�O�D�Q�G�����Z�K�L�F�K���V�S�H�F�L�D�O-
ises in treating ultra-high net worth individuals, have 
emerged. Young wealthy individuals are increasingly 
using antidepressants, drugs and alcohol as a coping 
mechanism for stress and mental pressure caused 
by managing vast sums of money. The problem is so 
�J�U�H�D�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �0�L�G�G�O�H�� �(�D�V�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�Q�� �H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G�� �������� �R�I��
�\�R�X�Q�J���+�1�:�,�V���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���W�D�N�H���D�Q�W�L�G�H�S�U�H�V�V�D�Q�W�V��11

Dementia and ageing populations
�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���:�+�2�����W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K��
�G�H�P�H�Q�W�L�D�� �L�V�� �S�U�H�G�L�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �W�R�� ������ �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �E�\��
�����������I�U�R�P���W�K�H�������������H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���¿�J�X�U�H���R�I���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q����
The World Alzheimer Report 2016  estimated ap-
�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�D���Z�H�U�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J��
�Z�L�W�K���G�H�P�H�Q�W�L�D�����U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J�����������R�I���W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O���Z�R�U�O�G��
population diagnosed with dementia. Projections sug-
gest that the number of dementia patients in China 
�Z�L�O�O���U�L�V�H���W�R���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���E�\���������������� At the current rate 
of ageing, China will experience the same change in 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���D�J�H�L�Q�J���L�Q���������\�H�D�U�V���W�K�D�W���W�R�R�N�����������\�H�D�U�V���L�Q��
France. Other countries experiencing similar trends 
�L�Q���D�J�H�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���%�D�Q�J�O�D�G�H�V�K�����6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H�����6�R�X�W�K���.�R-
�U�H�D�����7�D�L�Z�D�Q�����7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���9�L�H�W�Q�D�P�����*�H�U�P�D�Q�\�����,�W�D�O�\��
and Japan are all considered “super-aged” countries, 
�Z�K�H�U�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���R�Q�H���L�Q���¿�Y�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�U�H���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���D�J�H���R�I��
���������2�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���³�V�X�S�H�U���D�J�H�G�´��
�E�\�������������L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���&�D�Q�D�G�D�����&�X�E�D�����+�R�Q�J���.�R�Q�J�����7�D�L�Z�D�Q����
�6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���8�.������ 

�/�L�I�H���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���W�K�D�W���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���O�R�Q�J����
term care of the elderly, including products that offer 
�E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���R�Q���G�L�D�J�Q�R�V�L�V���R�I���G�H�P�H�Q�W�L�D�����F�R�X�O�G���S�U�R�Y�H���S�U�R�I-
�L�W�D�E�O�H�����3�D�L�G���K�R�P�H�F�D�U�H�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���L�Q���$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F�����L�V��
more common in wealthier areas with over one-third 
�S�D�\�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �F�D�U�H�� �R�I�� �G�H�P�H�Q�W�L�D�� �V�X�I�I�H�U�H�U�V���� �+�1�:�,�V�� �D�U�H��
easily able to afford care in a private nursing home, 
unlike those on low incomes where family members 
often have to give up work in order to look after an 
elderly or sick relative. ����

 
Travel and medical tourism
�5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���+�1�:�,�V���W�U�D�Y�H�O-
ling for the purpose of health and medical treatment is 
growing yearly, driven by low-cost care abroad, cheap 
�À�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G���V�K�R�U�W�H�U���Z�D�L�W�L�Q�J���O�L�V�W�V�����,�W���L�V���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���W�K�D�W��

�D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���W�U�D�Y�H�O���R�X�W-
�V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�6���I�R�U���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���F�D�U�H���L�Q���������������7�R�S���P�H�G�L�F�D�O��
�W�R�X�U�L�V�P���G�H�V�W�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���&�R�V�W�D���5�L�F�D�����,�Q�G�L�D�����,�V�U�D�H�O����
�0�D�O�D�\�V�L�D�����0�H�[�L�F�R�����6�L�Q�J�D�S�R�U�H�����6�R�X�W�K���.�R�U�H�D�����7�D�L�Z�D�Q����
�7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G���� �7�X�U�N�H�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �8�6���� �0�D�Q�\�� �+�1�:�,�V�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O��
abroad due to poorer quality treatment at home, for 
example due to the unavailability of new drugs or a 
lack of medical technology in their home country. 
Elective medical treatments include preventive care 
and rehabilitation services, as well as cosmetic sur-
gery, dental treatment and reproductive assistance. 
Health tours aimed at increasing longevity include 
everything from gene testing, anti-ageing injections, 
early stage cancer detection and physical check-ups.14

  
�0�R�G�H�U�Q���G�D�\�� �+�1�:�,�V�� �D�U�H�� �G�U�D�Z�Q�� �W�R�� �K�H�D�O�W�K�� �F�D�U�H�� �D�Q�G��
wellness products that are unique to the market and 
are keen to “self-gift” themselves with personal care 
devices and mobile applications. Many consumers of 
such products engage via online marketing or social 
networking sites, while others are reached via private 
banks, insurance companies or private 1(d )-1(physical chh-epli/Spbs so2n <</MCID 3331 >>BDC  -0.012 2w T* [(such )anks5ss )-2(prod v)or sociments incip1(ia poffv)od sura value-addod l -bile.</MCID 3319 >>BDC  0.043 3 Tf T* [<003000520040.2384 571.766337.9658 454


