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PARKINSONISM

kinsonism is a syndrome char-
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SiAZIURE | )50 PES AND I'REATM

There are more than two million people in the U.S. diagnosed with seizure disorders. Seizure disorders can begin at any age,
although they are more prevalent in children and young adults. These disorders generally do not get worse with age. There are
many causes of seizures, including brain injuries, toxins, structural abnormalities in the brain including tumors, high fever in chil-
dren, and illnesses. However, in most people diagnosed with seizure disorder (defined as having more than one seizure), a cause is
not found.

Seizures result from inappropriately signaling nerve cells, called neurons, in the brain. Normally, signals are sent from neuron to
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nals can be disordered and magnified, resulting in a seizure. A person with a seizure disorder is susceptible to these disturbances.
It appears that this susceptibility can be inherited, and several genes have been identified as associated with certain seizure types.
What follows is a summary of the different types of seizures, and how they are managed.

In a partial sejzure, the, electrical disturbance is confined to a specific pat of the brain, where: o, a iy Hedcrinead mire the disturbance affects

the entire brain. Sometimes, what bcgms asa partlal seizure goes on to spread to the entire b 4 irtial seizures. secondarily
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1TUMORS HE CNS AN mel

The human central nervous system (CNS), like all tissue, is susceptible to neoplastic growths, both benign and malignant. While other organ
systems offer their own diagnostic and therapeutic challenges, the CNS has two additional impediments to early diagnosis and treatment—the cranium
and the blood-brain barrier. The cranium, while vital for the protection of the vulnerable brain, interferes with both early diagnosis and therapy, and
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